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Describing your project’s community impact - examples of good practice

All projects are different but the examples below are provided to help you consider the types of things you might include to demonstrate and explain wider community impact.  It’s important that you include this to help us evaluate your application. Please note that the expectation of level for detail should be appropriate for the stage that your project is at and what is required might increase from feasibility to development and construction. The level of community impact should reflect the scale of the project.

	Project examples
	Some example points to include in a good response?

	The applicants are installing between 50kW and 100kW of solar PV on their own building.
	Funding for solar photovoltaic (PV) systems between 50kW and 100kW for your own building projects will only be supported where there is significant wider community impact and you provide detail of this in your application.  Please explain the community impact clearly in the ‘Impact Assessment Criteria’ question, for example covering:
· How does the project align with the organisational objectives?
· What might the potential bill savings / income from the project be?
· Where the building is used as a resource by a wide range of users in the community, provide example user groups. Also include the frequency of use and typical numbers of users.
· If you provide services in your building that aren’t available elsewhere in your community (e.g. warm spaces, social spaces), please make this clear.
· If there are any direct benefits from the project that will be realised, for example the energy bill savings / income may allow you to reduce your rates for users, continue to provide discounted access to low-income groups, employ additional staff, increase or maintain your service offering, please detail these.
· Details or range of work within the wider community, likely linked to your core purpose.

	The applicants are installing over a 100kW of solar PV on their own building.
	Where you are installing a larger system the requirements, it might be easier to demonstrate and explain the wider community impact of your project. However, all applications must still make it clear how financial savings and/or income will benefit the wider community or help to take forward specific projects.  The points above will help you  make this case.

	A community energy project where all the surpluses will support community ambitions.
	All applications must set out what community impact will be achieved and you should do this within your response to the ‘Impact Assessment Criteria’ question. It’s important not to assume that, just because all savings and income will support charity objectives and deliver wider community impact, that you don’t need to provide these details in your application. Key things to include:
· If you have a community plan or business strategy, state that you have this and how it was developed, for example via a community consultation/ survey.
· Provide a summary of the key activities that project surpluses will unlock. For example, this could include  employing a development officer to take forward your community action plan, allowing you to reinvest in future community energy projects and providing small grants to local community organisations. Try and be specific, particularly where you are in development and construction phase for larger projects and might have more detail on your plans.
· If you don’t have a community action plan or business strategy, will surpluses enable you to develop one? If not, how will you determine how surpluses should be utilised for the benefit of the whole community? And has there been any initial thinking on how they might be used?



	
	
	



