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In the last decade CARES

community renewable 

installations have moved 

from larger scale wind and 

hydro schemes to smaller 

scale PV and heat pumps
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Cumulative Energy Offset and CO2 Savings of Projects Over Time

Sum of Average Annual Energy Offset (GWh) Sum of 1st year estimated CO2 savings (tCO2e)



Total number of installations per year

ASHP GSHP Hydro PV Wind
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Feed in Tariffs

Trends

Retail prices

Reduced rapidly. Then stopped abruptly

Increased rapidly. Then flattened

Electricity prices Increased rapidly. 

Wholesale prices Increased rapidly. Then reduced 

Key subsidy scheme lost with no replacement meant some project types were no longer viable

Retail prices were 15p/kWh, now 30p/kWh   -   Wholesale prices were 5p/kWh, now 7p/kWh
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Whatôs next 

More community buildings

Offsetting your own retail price energy remains the most viable

More community installations supplying 3rd parties

Supplying another party at close to retail price is also viable

New larger scale installations, remotely supplying 3rd parties

Using non-commodity relief allows larger projects to become viable

More Shared Ownership

Where a developer offers a share in a viable large-scale installation

How do we identify these opportunities?



Whatôs next 

Data analysis and mapping

Creating an opportunity index

Community Buildings

Energy Generation

Shared Ownership

For Local Authorities and Communities
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ÅMember-led, independent charity
ÅSpecialists in community engagement 

and technical advice
ÅEnablers of valuable networking 

opportunities
ÅThe voice for community energy at 

decision-making level

Who we are



ÅCommunity energy organisations
ÅCommunity anchor organisations
ÅCommunity-owned businesses
ÅCommunity councils
ÅClimate hubs
ÅSupporter membership for 

individuals with an interest in the 
sector

Our Members



Å Enable decarbonisation 
project development and 
delivery

Å Support community capacity 
building and technical 
learning

Å Promote the understanding of 
community energy and its far- 
reaching benefits

Community Energy 
Scotland in a Nutshell



Current 
Communi
ty Energy 
trends



District Heating

Case studies: 
SHEAP and East Lothian District Heating



Community Retrofit 

Case study: 
Upgrading homes in Raasay 





Battery Storage & Flexibility 
Case study: 
Point andSandwick Trust



Shared Ownership Pipelines

Case study: 
Cowal Community Energy 



Site Developer Capacity # of turbines

Cruach Mhor - 

Repowering

Belltown 30 ς 70 MW Max 11

Giants Burn - 

New development

Statkraft 50.4 MW 7

Inverchaolain - 

New development

E Power Up to 85 MW 13

Proposed Wind Farms 
in Cowal 





Whitelee Wind Farm (largest in UK)

Å 539MW installed

Å Community benefit payment over 10 

years = £9 million

Point & Sandwick Wind Farm

Å 9MW installed

Å Communityprofit over 10 years = £10 

million

Community Benefit payments Vs 
Community Ownership 



Whole-system approach through 
collaboration 
Case study: 
West Coast Community Energy 


